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Fields at Castle Hill, Whinney Lane      Local Plan site H51 

Harrogate District Local Plan is reaching its 

final stages.  If implemented as it is currently 

drafted it will have a huge impact on our part 

of Harrogate. 

  February 2018 

Big Changes under Way—Have your Say 

This is your last chance to have your say on the Lo-

cal Plan before it is submitted to the Government for 

approval. 

Harlow and Pannal Ash Residents’ Association 

strongly urge residents to let the Borough Council 

know what they think about the current plan. 

However, the matters that you can comment on at 

this stage are strictly limited.  We are here to help. 

This newsletter sets out what is being proposed and 

how you can respond. 



The Plan in 
our Area 
Over 4000 houses are 

either approved or 

planned in the country-

side around the west-

ern fringe of Harro-

gate.  About 3000 of 

these will form effec-

tively a new settlement 

centred on Otley Rd. 

KEY:  blue = permitted 

  Red = pending 

 Orange = Local Plan site 

Background to            
Harrogate’s Housing   
Proposals 
 
The council is planning to to build an average of 

669 houses per year up to the year 2035.  

The Draft Local Plan includes sites for 16077 hous-

es in the whole district, nearly 15% more than the 

calculated requirement of 14049.   

Planning permission for more than 5000 dwellings 

has already been granted but most have yet to 

start.  

Map base: ©Crown Copyright. Reproduced by permission of Ordnance 

Infrastructure in West Harrogate 

North Yorkshire CC has announced a £3m package 

of  improvements in our area.  This includes a cy-

cleway along Otley Road.  NYCC has confirmed that 

plans will be finalised this year with construction in 

2019. 

HAPARA has now formally requested that residents 

are consulted on the detailed plans of the proposals 

shown in draft below.  We will keep residents in-

formed as and when more information is available. 



A standard comments form has been issued 

by the (government appointed) Planning In-

spectorate. This has been done so that com-

ments can be presented in the best way for 

the inspector to consider them.  

Our understanding is that any comments 

submitted during this consultation, that do 

not use the standard comments form, are 

unlikely to be taken account of.  

The consultation response form can be 

downloaded on the Harrogate web page: 

https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/localplan 

More information and guidance on how to 

access the form and complete it will be 

shown on the HAPARA web site 

(www.hapara.org) over the next couple of 

weeks, since it is fully appreciated that the 

whole process is not exactly user-friendly. 

What can you comment 

on? 

Any representations made during this consul-

tation period, should only address the legal 

compliance and/or soundness of the Plan.  

From Part B of the 

Standard Form 

The Standard Comments Form  …. 



Contact Us 

Email: 

info@hapara.org 

Our web site: 

www.hapara.org 

Where to find the Local Plan 
The plan can be viewed online at: 

www.harrogate.gov.uk/localplan 

Hard copies will be on display also at: 

 Harrogate Civic Centre 
 Libraries 
 Venues in Knaresborough, Ripon and Poppleton 

What happens next? 

The consultation finishes at 4.30pm on Friday 9 March 2018. 

Around late summer, the plan is expected to be submitted to 
the Secretary of State who will arrange for a public inquiry.  This 
will probably be held towards the end of the  year.  The Council 
hopes that the Plan will be adopted in Spring 2019 at which 
point the policies become enforceable. 

HAPARA’s RESPONSE 

Your Residents’ Association intends to compile a response on 

behalf of the people that we represent.  We will be contacting 

members to confirm their agreement to the points we will 

be making.  This does not preclude individual submissions,  

Failure to submit a response at this stage will preclude us from 

putting our case at the forthcoming inquiry. 

Discussions are also taking place with a number of other Parish Councils and Resident Associ-

ations on how best we can work together as a collective group over the coming months. Also, 

given that the 26 January - 9 March constitutes the final consultation period on the Local Plan 

the HAPARA Steering Group also intends to conduct an extensive mailshot campaign in order 

to encourage the greatest possible response. 

 

The next meeting of HAPARA itself is expected to take place in April, but there is a possibility 

that a special meeting may be convened beforehand, depending on how discussions go with 

other resident groups. Our apologies if people find some of the above detail difficult to compre-

hend, but the whole process gives one the impression of something that is being done `to us`, 

rather than `for us`, and we have to work with it as best we can.  
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Working with others 


